THE DISCIPLE'S RESPONSE TO HOSTILITY
Acts 8:1-4

WHEN | FACE HOSTILITY ABOUT MY FAITH.....

1..... | COULD MY FAITH.

“The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith and
follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demons.”
1 Timothy 4:1 (NIV)

“They went out from us, but they did not really belong to us. For if they had
belonged to us, they would have remained with us; but their going showed
that none of them belonged to us.” 1 John 2:19 (NIV)

2..... | COULD MY FAITH.

“ Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has
made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought
with his own blood. #| know that after | leave, savage wolves will comein
among you and will not spare the flock. * Even from your own number men
will arise and distort the truth in order to draw away disciples after them.”
Acts 20:28-30 (NIV)

Don't become partners with those who reject God. How can you make a
partnership out of right and wrong? That's not partnership; that'swar. Is
light best friends with dark? *> Does Christ go strolling with the Devil? Do
trust and mistrust hold hands? **Who would think of setting up pagan idols
in God's holy Temple? But that is exactly what we are, each of usa templein
whom God lives. God himself put it thisway: "I'll live in them, move into
them; I'll be their God and they'll be my people.”

2 Corinthians 6:14-16 (The M essage)
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3..... |COULD

“No onelights a lamp and putsit in a place where it will be hidden, or under a
bowl. Instead he puts it on its stand, so that those who comein may see the light.”
Luke11:33 (N1V)

“ So don't hesitate to go public now. ?® Don't be bluffed into silence by the threats of
bullies. There's nothing they can do to your soul, your core being. Save your fear
for God, who holds your entire life—body and soul—in his hands.”

Matthew 10:27-28 (The M essage)

4....1COULD JUST LIKE JESUS.

“ Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us
throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let usrun
with perseverance the race marked out for us. *Let usfix our eyes on Jesus, the
author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross,
scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. ® Consider
him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary
and lose heart.” Hebrews 12:1-3 (NI1V)




